
 

 
 

Scales Mound SCHOOL  
Third Quarter Newsletter 

Greetings from Scales Mound School, 
 

I hope you are all doing well during our remote learning period.  This is a very difficult time for all 
of our families, staff, and community.  I want to thank all of our parents who are nurses, doctors, 
medical assistants, first responders, or any other profession that is caring for those who are 
sick.  You are very special people! 
 

Supporting our students and families during this time is critically important to our mission at Scales 
Mound CUSD #211.  That mission, “From the Top of Illinois, we are preparing learners for 
tomorrow’s world by empowering all to reach their full potential,” has taken on a new meaning 
since COVID-19 made us close the school building.  On that Friday afternoon when we learned we 
were going to close school building, our staff jumped right in to plan for preparing our students for 
this new way of learning. They have done an outstanding job of creating learning activities for our 
kids.  Activities involving reading, writing, math, social studies, art, foreign language, science, and 
physical education were created in a manner that seemed like it was second hand. However, I 
know that our staff put in many hours, including a Sunday afternoon here at school, to provide all 
of our students with learning opportunities away from school.   
 

It is important that our students stay engaged cognitively throughout this remote learning period, 
but it is also important that they take care of themselves social-emotionally and physically.  Our 
Remote Learning Meals Program is providing nutritious meals to over one third of our students. 
Mr. Williams and Mrs. Carscallen are doing an outstanding job of preparing meals that meet the 
government guidelines, are easy to make, and fun.  How about those crustless sandwiches? Their 
main goal is to ease some of the burden families have during the remote learning period by not 
having to worry about breakfast and lunch.    
 

Frequently check our webpage for updates and resources. You’ll find resources from the staff, 
ISBE, and other agencies to continue our students’ learning.  Additionally, if you need to do some 
physical activities, our wonderful physical education teachers, Mr. Williams and Mr. Wiegel, have 
put together a cart which is either in front of the school, or in the vestibule of the main entrance 
on rainy days, with all sorts of sporting equipment.  Pick it up, take it home, and play! This is just 
another way we are reaching out to our families to break things up once in a while. Go out and 
throw a football around or volley back and forth with your kids. Have some fun, and stay physically 
active. 
 

Thank you to all of you for your patience and understanding as we develop our Remote Learning 
Plan.  As our students are learning to be engaged in new ways, and our staff is learning new ways 
of supporting and caring for our students at Scales Mound School.  We are all in this together and 
the term “Hornet Strong” has never been more evident. We miss you all. Stay healthy, be safe, and 
we will see you soon. 
 

Think positive and be positive.  Go Hornets! 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Bill Caron 
Superintendent 
 

 



 

 

Freeport Art Museum Aspiring Artists Student Exhibition 
 Scales Mound Elementary, Middle, and High School art 
students sent artwork to the Freeport Art Museum to be displayed 
at the annual Aspiring Artists Student Exhibition. We were allowed 
to submit up to 30 pieces per grade level division. There were 27 
participating schools in the districts of Freeport, Aquin, Dakota, 
Scales Mound, Forreston, Stockton, and Pearl City. There were 
over 450 works of art this year. Barry Treu, the art museum’s 

education director, disclosed, “this 
exhibition unveils the high-quality 
education local youth receive.” 
 The exhibition opened Friday, February 28 with an award ceremony. Scales 
Mound’s 3rd grader, Hale Moser, was thrilled to win 2nd place in the elementary 
division for his clay leaf dish. He was awarded with a gift bag full of goodies all 
donated by Blick Art Materials. 
 The Aspiring Artists show will remain on display through May 2, 2020. The 
FAM hours are Tuesday-Friday from 10am-5pm, Saturday noon-5pm, closed 
on Sunday-Monday and major holidays. If you’re in the area between now and 
May 2nd, I highly recommend you stop in and check out the show for yourself! 
 

 
ACES News 

 
On February 6, 2020 five schools competed in division 
300 Academic Challenge competition at Highland 
Community College. SMHS placed 3rd as a team. 
Individual winners were: Benjamin Vandigo 1st in 
Chemistry, Ethan Soppe 2nd in Computer Science, Isaac 
Heffernan 3rd in Computer Science, and Mickenzie Bass 
3rd in both Math and Physics. Benjamin and Ethan 
advance to the Sectionals at NIU on 3-5-20. 
Coach Keith Hesselbacher 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ACES Team Members: Emily Hurlburt, Anna Cogan, Mickenzie Bass, 
Isaac Heffernan, Charles Wiegel, Goergia Vandigo Back Row: Coach 
Hesselbacher, Mitchel Travis, Ethan Soppe, Benjamin Vandigo, 
Matthew Davis, and Sam Cocagne. 

Ethan Soppe, Benjamin Vandigo, Coach Hesselbacher Mickenzie Bass, Issac Heffernan, Back Row: Ethan Soppe, Benjamin Vandigo, 
and Coach Hesselbacher Ethan Soppe, Benjamin Vandigo, and Coach Hesselbacher 



 

 

SADD Assembly 
 

On Friday, March 6th, over 470 students from Benton, River Ridge, and Scales Mound gathered together in the 
small gym for an assembly entitled, “Clear The Fog: The Truth 
About Vaping.”  Vaping and/or Juuling is a dangerous trend 
that is becoming more prevalent in our world.  In an effort to 
educate our students about the dangers of vaping/Juuling, the 
SADD organization and the PTO sponsored a speaker to come 
to our school to educate our JH & HS students.  This assembly 
was an eye-opening and educational experience for our 
students.  The speaker, Robb Holladay, is an author, 
entertainer, comedian, and x-ray technician.  He has seen what this dangerous habit does to the human body, and 
he presented our students with his extensive knowledge and experience.  The assembly was engaging, fun, and 
high-energy!  The students were very receptive and learned a lot!  A special THANK YOU to the Scales Mound 
PTO for helping to sponsor the assembly. 
By Krista Wilhelm 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Project 2021 Update: 
 
Project 2021 is a capital improvement project which is planned to begin in the summer of 2020.  Obviously, with 
the current events in our area, state, and country, this project is constantly being reviewed and evaluated.  As of 
now, our hope is to go out to bid for the project in April, 2020, pending directions for the State Board of 
Education and Governor’s Office and anticipate the construction to begin in late May or early June.   
 
Project 2021 includes the following District improvements: 

• A community daycare for infants through elementary after school care. 
• A community fitness center opened through membership to residents of SMCUSD #211. 
• STEM/STEAM classroom space to enrich the learning opportunities for our students. 
• Remodeled classroom space for career technical education courses, agriculture, foreign language, special 

education and physical education.   
• An updated preschool playground area and new daycare play area. 
• A hands-on agriculture facility and lab. 
• New high school locker rooms and physical educational space. 

 
It is an exciting venture that will provide our community needed services and our students with an enhanced 
learning experience. 



 

 

SKI Trip 
Scales Mound students enjoyed a beautiful and foggy day on the 
slopes over at Chestnut Mountain. As a part of the Scales Mound 
Middle School P.E. curriculum, students are able to enjoy the 
outdoors and participate in a lifelong activity.  A special thank you 
goes out to the Scales Mound P.T.O. for being so supportive of this 
amazing field trip. 
 
-Mr. Williams 
 
From the Athletic Department 
 

It was a great basketball season this past year for our 
students, with many memorable moments.  We would 
like to thank all of our community members and fans that 
supported the athletes throughout the season.  It's great 
to see such excellent support at both our junior high and 
high school games! 
At the junior high level, the boys and girls had very 
competitive seasons!   
The 8th-grade boys’ basketball team won the league title 
and conference tournament, finishing with a 15-1 
record.  The 7th-grade boys’ team began slowly but 
finished strong ending their season at 5-9.  The 8th-

grade girls conference was especially competitive this year, with the top 4 teams being highly 
skilled.  Our team finished tied for 2nd place in the regular season going 11-2.  The Hornets took home 
the 4th place plaque at the conference tournament to cap-off an excellent season.  The 7th-grade girls’ 
basketball team found it's way into the win column 4 times throughout the season, as they too made 

our community proud with great effort every 
night. 
At the high school level, the JV girls had a very 
good season going 19-6 overall and finishing 
in 3rd place in our conference.  The girls went 
3-0 at the Galena tournament in December, 
beating Galena 34-32 in the Championship 
game to claim the title.  The Varsity Girls’ 
Basketball team finished with a season record 

of 10-21 and played very well towards the end of the season.  Two highpoints of our year was an epic 
comeback win over West Carroll in front of a packed house in the Hornet's Nest and then an overtime 
loss in the Regional Semifinals to the eventual Regional Champion Galena Pirates. 
The Boys Basketball team had a historic season at both levels.  First, the Junior Varsity team went 27-
1 on the year and were the conference champions.  The JV Hornets won the Galena and Benton 
Tournaments.  The Varsity team went 24-9 and finished in 2nd place in the conference and were lead 
by a mixture of talent from many grade levels.   
Overall, it was a great winter sports season and we are all looking forward to what next year brings! 
David Wiegel, Athletic Director 
 



 

 

Solo & Ensemble Success! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   Back-L to R-Ava Wiederholt, Kaelin Schuster, Anika Stadel, Alyssa Wentz Back Row-L to R-Garrett Pickel, Ayla Jones, Mickenzie Bass, Taylar Daly 
     Front-L to R-Leigha Bader, Autumn Amble, Hudsyn Ellsworth   Front Row-L to R-Emma Wentz, Aryanna Thompson, Mickayla Bass 
     Not Pictured-Kamran Meftahi, Carley Weis, Josie Vandigo, Katherine Bilderback,  
     Anniston Werner, Abigail Frank, Ava Travis, Haleigh Curtis 

 
Congratulations to all of our JH & HS musicians!  They recently performed at solo and ensemble 

contest.  All together, they performed 46 musical selections, and brought home twenty 1st place ratings 
of superior performance, twenty-four second place ratings of excellent performance, and two 3rd place 
ratings of good performance.   
Keep up the good work, musicians! 

Congratulations to the following students that received 1st place ratings: 
Emma Wentz, Alyssa Wentz, Grace Behlke, Anika Stadel, Ella Heffernan, Kamram Meftahi, Autumn 
Amble, Leigha Bader, Hudsyn Ellsworth, Ava Wiederholt, Kaelin Schuster, Josie Vandigo, and Carley 
Weis.  

Congratulations to the following students that received 2nd place ratings: 
Katherine Bilderback, Annie Werner, Abigail Frank, Haleigh Curtis, Ava Travis, Ayla Jones, Emma 
Wentz, Garrett Pickel, Mickenzie Bass, Mickayla Bass, and Taylar Daly. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

2019-2020	
Scales	Mound	CUSD	#211	

Honor	Roll	
	
	

Junior	High	–3rd	Quarter	
	

High	Honor	Roll	
	

6th	Grade	
Kaden	Duerr	
Zoie	Koehler	

	
7th	Grade	

Katherine	Bilderback	
Connor	Ellis	
Anika	Stadel	

Ava	Wiederholt	
	

8th	Grade	
Evan	Cogan	
Abigail	Frank	

Rylee	McCartney	
Anna	Wentz	

Anniston	Werner	
Emily	Wiederholt	
Amanda	Withington	

	
Honor	Roll	

	
6th	Grade	

Grace	Behlke	
Rori	Distler	

Kamran	Meftahi	
Alyssa	Wentz	

	
7th	Grade	
Kaylen	Bond	
Derrick	Distler	
Malakye	Jones	
Kaelin	Schuster	
Josephine	Vandigo	
Carlene	Weis	

	
8th	Grade	

Anne	Cocagne	
Haleigh	Curtis	
Jonah	Driscoll	
Thomas	Hereau	
Tyler	Jones	

Kortney	Kudronowicz	
Brooklynn	McCartney	
Reece	McCartney	

Ava	Travis	
Travis	Wallin	
Michael	Winter	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

High	School	–	3rd	Quarter	
	

High	Honor	Roll	
	

9th	Grade	
Isaac	Heffernan	
Mitchel	Travis	

	
10th	Grade	

Samuel	Cocagne	
Benjamin	Vandigo	

	
11th	Grade	
Trent	Allen	

	
12th	Grade	

Mickenzie	Bass	
Vojtech	Kasper	

	
Honor	Roll	

	
9th	Grade	
Jacob	Duerr	
Garrett	Pickel	
Charles	Wiegel	

	
10th	Grade	

Maddison	Anderson	
Anna	Cogan	
Evan	Graves	
Josie	Korte	

Alexis	Weirup	
Emma	Wentz	

Benjamin	Werner	
	

11th	Grade	
Ayla	Jones	
Taylor	Korte	
Collin	Malin	
Corwin	Moser	
Ari	Nottrott	
Keaton	Pickel	
Madelyn	Pingel	
Ethan	Soppe	

Georgia	Vandigo	
	

12th	Grade	
Tyler	Allen	

Anthony	Bruscato	
Matthew	Davis	
Jamie	Frey	
Jenna	Korte	

Eryka	Swiergosz	
Claire	Wienen	

Caitlyn	Wolfenden	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

 


